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administration has its headquarters at Mafeking in Union
territory.
Bechuanaland is largely a pastoral country, its wealth
being chiefly in cattle, the slight and uneven rainfall making
agriculture an uncertain and hazardous undertaking. The
climate is healthy, but the country suffers greatly from
erosion, part of it being the great Kalahari desert. Deforesta-
tion in the past is probably the cause of the deterioration
of a once fertile land, and this has now to be combated.
Basutoland has been called the "Switzerland of South
Africa/3 Situated among the Drakensburg range, this beauti-
ful country is entirely surrounded by Union territory, in
which it forms a native island, for neither here nor in the
other territories are white people encouraged to settle.
The Basutos, like most mountaineers, are an independent
and warlike race. They owe their present existence to the
qualities of their great leader, Moshesh, who fought off the
Zulus under Ohaka and Mosilikatze, and subsequently
encouraged the work of the missionaries in his country,
when many of them became Christians. The Basutos also
had trouble with the Boers, and eventually Moshesh appealed
to Britain, saying, "Let me and my people rest and live
under the wide folds of the flag of England before I am
no more.*'
The country was therefore annexed in 1868, and became
British territory, the Basutos being received as British sub-
jects and not as protected persons. It was only after an
unsuccessful attempt to bring the land under the Cape
Colony that the present Protectorate was declared in 1884.
The Basutos have never .been easy or tractable people to
deal with, but they are so satisfied with their present status,
in which they enjoy a large measure of liberty and self-
government under British administration, that they are
extremely reluctant to relinquish it for Union control, even